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I’m appointing Madeleine Albright because
of the work she has done for the last 4 years
and the opportunity it has given me to see
her perform.

Yes, I told you I wanted a Republican in
the Cabinet. But the most important thing
is that the national defense of the United
States be secured and that we continue to
adjust to the changes of the new era.

I would never have asked Senator Cohen
to join the Cabinet solely because he’s a Re-
publican. It would have been folly. I think
he is uniquely well-qualified at this moment
in history for the reasons that I said.

So, am I glad that I have a Republican
in the Cabinet? Yes. Am I proud that I got
a chance to appoint the first woman Sec-
retary of State? You bet I am. My Mama is
smiling down on me right now. [Laughter]
But that is not why I appointed her. And
that is why she will succeed. And I hope she
will be an inspiration to the young women
all across our country and all across the
world, so that everybody will be able to have
a chance to live up to the fullest of their abili-
ties.

Thank you.
Q. Mr. President, what effect do you think

having Senator Cohen will have on your rela-
tions with the Senate?

The President. I hope it will be good.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in the Oval
Office at the White House.

Proclamation 6963—National Pearl
Harbor Remembrance Day, 1996
December 5, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Fifty-five years ago, on a calm Hawaiian

morning, Imperial Japan launched a surprise
attack against the U.S. Armed Forces sta-
tioned at Pearl Harbor, shattering the peace
of our land and drawing America into World
War II. The assault of December 7, 1941,
lasted only two hours, but it killed or injured
almost 3,600 Americans, destroyed a major
portion of our Nation’s Pacific Fleet, and

damaged more than 325 aircraft, severely
weakening our air power.

The attack jolted our Nation and forced
us into a war unlike any previous conflict,
waged across the globe in places most Ameri-
cans had never heard of, in dense jungles
and on an ocean we once thought too large
for an enemy to cross. It was a war that would
require unparalleled courage and determina-
tion from soldier and civilian alike, and all
Americans rose to the monumental chal-
lenge.

During this time, our Nation stood united
in purpose and in spirit as never before. Mil-
lions of brave and patriotic men and women
served the Armed Forces in the struggle for
freedom; millions of others sacrificed on the
home front. On farms and in factories, mines,
and shipyards, Americans labored around the
clock to supply the food, weapons, and
equipment needed to win the war. In our
homes, schools, and places of worship, Amer-
icans from every walk of life prayed and
worked together for victory. And—as a pow-
erful testament to America’s resilience—bat-
tleships damaged at Pearl Harbor returned
to service and helped break the back of the
Japanese fleet.

The generation that fought World War II
came home to build new careers and com-
munities and made America the richest,
freest nation in history. Some men and
women remained in uniform, safeguarding
our liberties and ensuring that tyranny would
never again threaten our shores. In peace,
this generation vowed never again to be un-
prepared and gave our Nation the security
and progress that we have known and cher-
ished for over 50 years.

This is the precious legacy bestowed on
us by the men and women of the World War
II generation. We can best honor their deeds
of courage and determination by maintaining
their vigil in defense of freedom and striving,
as they did, to make the world a better place
for all its peoples.

As we mark the 55th anniversary of the
attack on Pearl Harbor, let us remember in
prayer all those who died on that day and
throughout World War II. Let us also honor
all World War II veterans and their families,
those who lost loved ones, and those who
worked on the home front. Finally, let us give
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thanks once again for the peace and freedom
secured by their service and their sacrifice.

The Congress, by Public Law 103–308, has
designated December 7, 1996, as ‘‘National
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim December 7, 1996, as
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day.
I urge all Americans to observe this day with
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities in honor of the Americans who served
at Pearl Harbor. I also ask all Federal depart-
ments and agencies, organizations, and indi-
viduals to fly the flag of the United States
at half-staff on this day in honor of those
Americans who died as a result of the attack
on Pearl Harbor.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of December, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:42 a.m., December 6, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 9.

Message on the Observance of
Hanukkah
December 5, 1996

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Hanukkah.

In this season of joy, we remember the
story of Judah Maccabee and his steadfast
followers who freed Jerusalem from its op-
pressors and rededicated the Temple to God.
Although they had only a small supply of con-
secrated oil with which to rekindle the tem-
ple’s Holy Light, the courage and faith of
the Maccabees were rewarded as the oil
burned miraculously for eight days and eight
nights until a new supply could be prepared.

Today, more than two thousand years
later, families around the world celebrate this
Festival of Lights by coming together in
prayer, giving thanks to God for His many
blessings, exchanging gifts, and lighting the

eight candles of the menorah, one candle for
each night that the sacred oil burned.

Steeped in ritual and rich in meaning, Ha-
nukkah imparts profound lessons to us: that
faith in God can sustain us through any ad-
versity; that peace ultimately comes to those
who persevere; and that, just as the shammas
passes its light to each candle in the meno-
rah, so too must we share our hope and faith
and joy with one another. In this way, we
can ensure that the light kindled on that first
Hanukkah so many centuries ago will con-
tinue to burn brightly for the generations to
come.

Hillary and I extend best wishes to all for
a wonderful holiday celebration.

William J. Clinton

Remarks on Lighting the National
Christmas Tree
December 5, 1996

Thank you very much. Chairman Betchkal,
Reverend Smith, my friend Patti LaBelle—
you did well with and without your singers.
[Laughter] To the Richmond College Chil-
dren’s Concert Choir and LeAnn Rimes, wel-
come, to the Mannheim Steamroller Band,
the Washington Ballet, the Boy and Girl
Scouts. Let me join Santa Claus in also saying
that we miss two important members the
Pageant of Peace lost in the last year, Joe
Reilly and Bill Harris. The spirit of Christmas
was alive in them every day, and we remem-
ber them.

Hillary and I look forward to being here
every year. I told Hillary when we were sit-
ting here that I never quite get into the spirit
of Christmas until I come here to the Pageant
of Peace.

America’s Christmas tree is famous all over
the world. Believe it or not, there’s even a
new movie in Japan about two people who
came to Washington and fell in love under
this Christmas tree. It isn’t hard to see how
that would happen, for this is a magic time.

We come here tonight to celebrate that
magic, to rejoice in the spirit of the holiday
season, no matter what our faith, a spirit of
sharing and giving, of gathering with family
and friends and coming together as one com-
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